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PRIVATE MARTIN O’MEARA — VICTORIA CROSS 
Statement by Minister for Veterans Issues 

MR P.C. TINLEY (Willagee — Minister for Veterans Issues) [12.13 pm]: I rise today to tell a story more than 
130 years in the making—the story of Private Martin O’Meara, VC, an Irish-born immigrant who more than 
a century after his birth is helping strengthen the cultural ties between Australia and Ireland. 
As what would be described today as a mature-age recruit, Martin O’Meara enlisted in the Australian Imperial 
Force in 1915 at age 30. Within a year, as a stretcher-bearer in Western Australia’s own 16th Battalion, he found 
himself at the battle of Mouquet Farm, part of the larger Pozières battle. Across the four days of battle, during 
which the 16th Battalion suffered extremely heavy casualties, O’Meara repeatedly ventured out into no-man’s-land, 
including during barrages from the enemy, to carry and drag the wounded ANZAC soldiers back to Allied trenches. 
It is reported that O’Meara saved the lives of more than 25 men during those four days, leading one of his officers 
to describe him as the most fearless and gallant soldier he had ever seen. His Victoria Cross was gazetted less than 
30 days after the battle, the citation reading that Private O’Meara had showed throughout an utter contempt of 
danger, and undoubtedly saved many lives. 
By the end of the Great War, O’Meara had been promoted to sergeant and had himself been wounded three times. 
Sadly, Martin O’Meara was institutionalised almost immediately on his return to Western Australia, suffering from 
what we today call post-traumatic stress disorder—a condition very little understood at the time, and a vivid 
reminder of the other side of the human cost of war. 
Last month, Irish Minister for Justice and Equality, Charles Flanagan, TD, announced that Martin O’Meara’s 
Victoria Cross, held at the Army Museum of Western Australia in Fremantle, will be sent to Ireland for 12 months 
and placed on display at the National Museum of Ireland in Dublin. This is the first time in more than four decades 
that an Australian Victoria Cross has left our shores, and I applaud all those who helped make this happen. More 
than a century on, we remember the feats of this great Irish–Australian, and this exchange reminds us of the legacy 
of the Anzacs and is another chapter in ensuring they will always be remembered.  
Lest we forget. 
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